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TO  THE  WADEBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1939,  which  owing  to  the  war,  it  is  considered 
might  be  materially  shortened  and  only  important 
alterations,  improvements  or  developments  recorded. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  —88, 064. 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of — 

(a)  resident  population,  Mid.,  1939  ...  12,000 

(b)  average  population  appropriate  to  the 

calculation  of  death  rates  ... .  12,890 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  according 
to  the  Rate  Books — 4,710. 

Ratea  ble  value — <£5 1,731. 

% 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £227-0-7. 

Social  Conditions. 

By  far  the  most  important  industry  is  agriculture, 
especially  dairying  and  the  rearing  of  cattle.  The 
clay  industry  employs  a  number  of  men,  whilst  there 
are  a  few  fishermen  at  Port  Isaac,  on  the  North 
coast,  but  this  industry  is  rapidly  declining.  The 


older  men  die  off  and  the  younger  ones  do  not  come 
forward  to  take  their  places. 

Unemployment  is  not  general  but  spasmodic  and 
variable,  especially  in  the  china  clay  industry. 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Live  births 

103 

78 

181 

Legitimate 

99 

76 

175 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  (Mid.,  1989) — 14*36. 

M. 

F- 

Total. 

Still  births 

6 

3 

9 

All 

Legitimate. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still) 

births, 

47*36 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Deaths 

95 

97 

192 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  average 

population — 14*  89 

Deaths  from  Puerpural-sepsis  ...  Nil 

Other  puerpural  causes  ...  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Total  deaths 

6 

S 

14 

Legitimate 

5 

8 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 7 7’34 

The  chief  causes  of  Infant  mortality  were  premature 
birth  and  congenital  debility. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  ( all  ages) 

20 

,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

•  •  • 

Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages) 

•  •  • 

Nil 

„  Diarrhoea 

(under  2  years  of  age) 

•  •  • 

Nil 

The  chief  causes  of  death  other  than 

» 

cancer 

% 

were — 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Heart  disease 

29 

25 

54 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

2 

7 

9 

Influenza 

4 

8 

12 

Pneumonia 

1 

5 

6 

Bronchitis 

0 

5 

5 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

5 

5 

10 

5 


Comparison  of  Birth  and  Death  rates  with  the 
previous  year  and  those  of  England  and  Wales — 


England 
and  Wales. 


1938 

1939 

1938 

1939 

Birth  rate 

13*9 

14*36 

15*1 

15-0 

Death  rate 

13*6 

14  89 

11*6 

12-1 

Infantile  death 

rate  57T 

77*34 

53 

50 

Influenza  was 

prevalent 

during 

January 

and 

February  affecting  chiefly  the  older  people  and  was 
responsible  for  several  deaths  from  Bronchial  troubles. 

In  J uly  Mumps  was  prevalent,  confined  chiefly  to 
the  parishes  of  Wadebridge  and  St.  Kew. 

There  was  no  closure  of  schools  for  epidemic 
diseases. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— J.  H.  Hobling,  a  part 
time  officer,  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Borough  of  Bodmin,  Public  Vaccinator  and 
Certifying  Factory  Surgeon. 

There  are  two  Sanitary  Inspectors,  both  full  time 
officers — J.  D.  Clerk,  Eastern  Area, 

A.  E.  Bewes,  Western  Area. 

Both  of  them  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 
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In  addition  to  their  Sanitary  work  they  both  act 
as  District  Surveyors,  Meat  Inspectors,  and  Inspectors 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Specimens,  Swabs,  &c.,  for  examination  are  sent 
to  the  Pathologist  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Truro. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

A  Motor  Ambulance  for  the  district  is  kept  in 
Bodmin.  It  belongs  to  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance 
Association  and  is  used  for  accidents  and  cases  of 
non-infectious  illnesses. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  whole  area  is  divided  into  districts,  each  with 
its  own  nurse,  trained  and  supplied  by  the  County 
Nursing  Association. 

The  question  of  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation 
is  still  under  consideration.  There  is  a  prospect  of  a 
satisfactory  arrangement  being  arrived  at  in 
conjunction  with  neighbouring  authorities. 

There  are  no  Treatment  Centres  or  Hospitals. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water — 1  here  was  a  serious  shortage  in  the  Western 
Area  which  is  dependent  on  wells  and  springs,  and 
also  in  the  parishes  in  the  Eastern  Area  which  were 
not  supplied  by  the  North  Cornwall  Water  Board. 
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The  De  Lank  scheme  which  was  ready  to  be 
proceeded  with  would  have  remedied  that,  but 
unfortunately  the  war  has  indefinitely  postponed  any 
further  action. 

Sewerage — No  extensions  to  sewers  were  made. 

In  addition  to  drainage  systems  to  newly  erected 
houses,  12  new  systems  were  installed  and  9  pail 
closets  changed  to  water  carriage  system. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  of  pollution.  With 
a  regular  system  of  refuse  collection  the  dumping  of 
rubbish  into  the  streams  as  a  practice  has  ceased. 

Refuse  Collection. 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  made  by  motor 
lorry.  The  refuse  is  disposed  jof  by  controlled 
tipping  and  steps  taken  to  prevent  the  breeding  of 
rats. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  area  is  visited  and  inspected  regularly  and 
reported  on  from  time  to  time. 

Camping  Sites. 

Ihese  have  been  inspected  and  kept  under 
observation  but  have  been  very  little  used  compared 
with  former  years. 
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SCHOOLS. 

These  have  been  visited  and  inspected  and  various 
improvements  made,  but  the  sanitary  arrangements 
ot  some  need  improving,  and  probably  would  have 
been  but  for  the  difficulties  at  this  time  of  labour 
and  materials. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk.  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  &c.,  are 
regularly  visited  and  inspected.  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  generally  is  very  good. 

Meat  and  other  foods.  Slaughter  houses,  bake¬ 
houses,  and  vehicles  used  for  the  delivery  of 
foodstuffs  are  inspected  and  found  generally  clean 
and  satisfactory. 

Adulteration,  etc. 

Action  under  the  various  acts  is  taken  by  the 
County  Council. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  42  new  private  houses  and  24 
Council  houses  were  completed. 

Through  unofficial  action  81  houses  were  repaired 
and  improved  so  as  to  be  fit  for  habitation,  and  4 
cases  of  overcrowding  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Some  old  and  dilapidated  houses  were  scheduled 
for  closure  and  plans  prepared  for  the  erection  of 
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others  to  take  their  place,  but  this  work  had  to  be 
postponed  owing  to  war  conditions. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever.  These  cases  were  spread  over  the 
district.  Three  of  them  were  direct  contacts  with 
a  case  in  another  district  which  was  not  recognised 
at  the  time. 

Two  other  children  were  visitors  from  London  who 
brought  the  complaint  with  them. 

In  July  Mumps  was  very  prevalent  in  Wadebridge 
and  St.  Kew,  and  Whooping  Cough  at  Nanstallon. 

There  was  no  school  closure  on  account  of 
epidemic  diseases. 

Influenza  was  prevalent  during  January  and 
February,  but  began  to  abate  in  March.  It  seemed 
to  attack  elderly  people  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
younger  ones,  and  was  responsible  for  a  number  for 
deaths,  chiefly  owing  to  respiratory  diseases. 
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Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year. 


Total 

Cases 

Cases 

Admitted 

Total 

Disease 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

4 

0 

Enteric  Fever 
(including  Paratyphoid)  0 

0 

0 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

6 

0 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

0 

Diphtheria 

2 

0 

1 

Analysis  of  age  groups 

of  cases  notified. 

Scarlet 

Acute 

Fever  Diphtheria  Pneumonia  Poliomyelitis 


Under  1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

l 

0 

0 

0 

4 

i 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

/ 

rv 

0 

0 

15 

2 

l 

0 

l 

20 

1 

0 

0 

0 

35 

2 

l 

2 

0 

45 

0 

0 

l 

0 

65  and  over 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Tuberculosis. 

No  action 

was 

taken  under 

the  Public 

Health 

(Prevention 

of 

Tuberculosis) 

Regulation, 

1925 

(relating  to 

persons  suffering 

from  pulmonary 
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tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.) 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1939 — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  period 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  year 

0 

0 

o 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

25 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

35 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

^ ...  Total 

3 

7 

0 

2 

2 

2 

0 

l 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBLING, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


